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Principal’s Corner with Judy Hinck 
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Celebrate Our Teachers and Staff 
 
“Overall effectiveness in teaching must be defined in terms of the one indisput-
able criterion for success—student learning.”  --Robert Marzano 
 
May 3-7 is the time for Teacher and Staff Appreciation celebrations. I’d like to 
take a moment to celebrate our teachers and how their own work and study 
makes Gethsemane School a school that is always learning new ways to help our 
students learn.  I have been reflecting on the work our staff has done in the past 
year, and it is mighty work indeed. 
 
In our last Gazette you heard about the STEM (Science, Math, Engineering and 
Technology) grant that our faculty won.  Why would they do the extra work to 
apply for such a grant? Because they believe that they can learn new ways to 
teach about math and technology.  Because they want to learn new ways to con-
nect with student interests and with what our students will need to know and do 
in the 21st century.  Because they want to give our students experiences and op-
portunities not found elsewhere.  We celebrate teacher initiative and creativity. 
 
Our school is small, and each teacher knows each student well.  But more than 
that.  When our teachers see a student need, they go out of their way to learn 
more about what that student will need to be successful in school.  That means 
that our teachers ask to take classes addressing the particular needs of our stu-
dents.  Our teachers seek out the latest thinking on learning differences and 
teaching strategies for those differences, and they share what they have learned. 
Our teachers listen carefully to parents, working with them to address the educa-
tional needs of our students. Our teachers always believe that students can learn 
and they work hard to assist in that learning. We celebrate teacher persistence 
and commitment. 
 
“Good enough,” is never in our teachers’ vocabulary. When introduced to  
students who can stretch the bounds of learning, our teachers do not refuse the 
challenge or suggest that a child should not be allowed to challenge him/herself.  
Instead our teachers design learning opportunities to let that student soar. They 
seek areas where students might strengthen organizational and study skills in 
ways that will let students “learn how to learn.” They encourage self-direction 
with goal setting and project challenges. We celebrate teacher positivity and  
determination. 
 
Our teachers are women and men of faith. They help our students to know that 
God is always with them and that Jesus loves them and wants them to learn to 
love others. They offer concrete ways for our students to show that love. They 
pray with our students in good times and in bad, and they listen to the concern of 
our students’ hearts. They live their faith every day.  We celebrate teacher faith 
and love. 
 
These are your teachers.  This is your school.  Why don’t you invite a new family 
to experience Gethsemane’s teacher power. 



 
Upcoming Events 
 
April 25—Congregational meeting—budget 10:45 
 
April 27—BMX Bike Show—Magazine Sale School      
    Reward 10:30 
 
April 30—VIP Day 
 
May 1—Craft and Bake Sale 9:00 - 3:00 
 
May 3—No School—Teachers visit other schools 

 School Board 6:30 
 

May 5—Last Junior Choir rehearsal 3:30 
 
May 6—Last Lambs’ Choir rehearsal 3:30 
 
May 7—Midquarter 
 
May 11—K-5 Spring concert 6:30—Dress Uniform 
 
May 14—Family Fun Night 6:30  
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Basketball Skills Camp  
 

Mr. Jacobson will be holding a Basketball Skills 
Camp for current 6th, 7th and 8th graders on 
June 16, 17, 23, 24, 30 and July 1, 2010 from 
4:00-5:30 p.m. here in the gym.  These camps 
will focus on offensive skills, ball handling skills, 
footwork and basketball terminology.  Defen-
sive strategies, including rebounding and  
positioning, will also be covered.   
 
Camps for K-4th graders will be held  
the week of July 5-9 and for 5th & 
6th graders the week of July 12-16. 
 
Registration forms went home earlier 
and are also available in the school 
office. 

V.I.P. Day—Next Week!  
 
We hope that students have delivered their 
V.I.P. day invitations and that you have returned 
you response slip to school.  Now it is time to 
get everything ready!  We appreciate your help 
in any way as we prepare to say WELCOME to 
our V.I.P.s—grandparents or others who provide 
special encouragement and support for our stu-
dents.  It is a day we all love.  Our seventh and 
eighth graders will be 
absent from the day 
because they will be 
hosting a preschool 
track and field day—a 
great service project for 
our older students! 
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PTL needs your help with the Spring Craft and Bake Sale.  
  
We need help getting the word out about our May 1st Craft and Bake 
Sale from 9:00 am-3:00-pm.  Please take time to email family, 
friends and co-workers to come and shop.  We have many wonderful 
crafters coming this year all with homemade craft items perfect for 
mom and grandmother, graduation gifts and fun stuff just for you.  
  
Volunteer opportunities for the Craft and Bake Sale: 
We are looking for adults to help set-up on April 30th at 3:30 and also help with 
registration May 1st at 7:30 am.  The concession stand also needs adults to help 
serve food during this event.  There are different time slots available to work, and 
when you are not working you can enjoying looking at the wonderful crafters’ 
items.  We have many great opportunities for children to help with this event.  We 
are looking for middle school or older children to help haul in crafters’ items, and 
we are looking for any aged children to help hold doors open for crafters. There 
are two shifts available. The morning shift starts at 7:30 am and the afternoon shift 
is at 3:00 pm.  Sign-up sheets are available outside the school office or call Jan to 
have her put your name on the list to help. If you have any questions, please  
contact Susan Boll at 651-770-9504 or at susanb1216@gmail.com 
 

We are also looking for baked goods to be sold at the bake 
sale.  Please bring items Friday or Saturday and label them for 
the bake sale.  If you have any questions please contact 
Shirley Barone at 651-748-0037. 
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GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN SCHOOL IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS HONOR ROLL FOR THE 
THIRD QUARTER 

 
 EIGHTH GRADE  SEVENTH GRADE  SIXTH GRADE 
 
  A    A    B 
 
 Calvin Connell   Kimberly Doerr   Annika Hegrenes 
 Megan Fallert   Miranda Fuller   Julia Showalter 
 Paul Johnson   Kole Leistikow   Eddie Sterling 
 Anna Marie Lively  Grace Lively   Linnea Travers 
 Jacob O’Brien   Thomas Madison   Kayley Wittmann  
 Sydney Schaefer   Benjamin Miller  
 Samantha Showalter  Samantha Monson 
     Sam Root    
  B   Cole Schuessler    
     Josh Wolff 
 Cassandra Adams   
 Patrick Hegrenes    B 
 Lucas Herber  
 Zach Ledman   Zach Alvarez 
 Allison Sjursen   Olivia Anderson  
 AnnaLinn Sterling  Arieana Brown 
 Kristen Stude   Elizabeth Fournelle  
     Spencer Jones 
     Elaine Moore 
     Lindsay Senger 
     Anna Tollerud 
     Tara Willits 

Growing in Faith News 
 
Register TODAY for Vacation Bible School and Summer Camps! 
 
Please take 5 minutes to fill out the attached registration form, and return it to the church or school office.  We are 
making plans and preparing supplies! 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 21-25.  The theme is Baobab Blast, and it will be a blast!  Kids will  
experience the love of God on a trip to the Savannah.  They’ll learn through crafts, games, science and music! 
 
Summer camps will run June 14 -August 20.  Come join Mrs. Shuros for art camps, Mr. Jacobson for sports 
camps, or Ms. Stoner for music camp!  Be a scientist with Mrs. Root!  Join Mrs. Mathiesen for VBS, learn to 
cook, or even join Mr. Sohlo for theater camp. 
 
For more information on VBS and any other summer camps, please visit this link: 
http://sites.google.com/a/geth.org/summer-day/ 
 
If you would like to help prepare supplies, please contact Andi Mathiesen amathiesen@geth.org or Amber 
Espinosa aespinosa@geth.org. 
 
Youth Nights 
Come for loads of fun!  Students 7th grade and older, we’ll play games and have a Bible study.  Sunday nights, 
April 25, May 2, and May 16th, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
6:00-9:00 p.m! 


