MAUNDY THURSDAY INSTRUCTION

In this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to intensify our
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving
God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were committed at
Baptism; God's forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our
lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus, our Savior.

Within the community of his Church, God never wearies of giving
peace and new life. In the words of absolution we receive forgiveness
as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt, but firmly
believe that thereby our sins are forgiven before God in heaven, for it
comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord.

We who receive God's love in Jesus Christ are called to love one
another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our
commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet,
following the example the Lord gave us on the night before his death.

It is, however, in the Holy Communion that the members of
Christ's body participate most intimately in his love. Remembering our
Lord's last supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and share the cup
of this meal. Together we receive the Lord's gift of himself and
participate in that new covenant which makes us one in him. The
Eucharist is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the
faithful when our Lord returns, the culmination of our reconciliation
with God and each other.



